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provinces by relieving them, in the case of legislation Chapter
within the ambit of their powers, from the fetters of   	L
the Colonial Laws Validity Act, 1865, though practi-
cally the issue is of minor consequence, for imperial
legislation on the matters within provincial competence
is minimal in quantity. In the case of the States a
further issue was raised regarding the effect of the rule
that no imperial legislation should apply to a Dominion
I unless the Dominion had requested and consented to
<the Act. It was feared that this provision might be
;read to interfere with the right of the Imperial Parlia-
: ment to legislate on matters within the power of the
'States without the assent of the Commonwealth
Government and Parliament, such as the questions
covered by the Fugitive Offenders Act, 1881, and
the Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act, 1878. It is
therefore provided by the Statute, Section 9 (2), that
"Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to require the
concurrence of the Parliament or Government of the
Commonwealth of Australia in any law made by the
Parliament of the United Kingdom with respect to any
matter within the authority of the States of Australia,
not being a matter within the authority of the Parlia-
ment or Government of the Commonwealth of Australia,
in any case where it would have been in accordance
with the constitutional practice existing before the
commencement of this Act that the Parliament of the
United Kingdom should make that law without such
concurrence". The failure to ascribe extra-territorial
power to the States is important, for, as they control
criminal law, the extension of power—if it does not
already exist—would be of special value; but in the
case of the provinces the withholding of such authority

